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SUMMER ADVENTURE CAMP

SUMMER ADVENTURE CAMP

Summer Adventure Camps provide a unique learning experience for children 5-12 years of age where

they will learn science concepts and interact with nature through hands-on activities, arts and crafts and

more in indoor and outdoor settings. Camps are offered in week-long, full-day formats and before and
after care packages are available to purchase for an additional fee. Thanks to a contribution from the
Lauritzen Gardens Guild, each camper will go home with a nature-themed book every week.

Registration is open and may be completed online at lauritzengardens.org/camp.

FUN THEMES THAT CELEBRATE THE NATURAL WORLD:

May 27-30 (SOLD OUT) | June 30-July 3

Get ready to unleash your creativity and celebrate the wonders of the natural world! Campers will create

their own masterpieces while learning about nature's artwork through geography and plant and animal
life. Whether your passion is art or nature, this camp promises to inspire and ignite your imagination.
Four-day week. Members $170, Non-members $190, Before and after care - $30 per week

June 2-6

Immerse yourself in the sounds of nature with this music and sound-themed camp! Not only will
campers explore bird, insect, and other wildlife sounds, but they'll relate them to music in our
community. This special week of camp takes place during Opera Omaha's outdoor production of
Fantastic Mr. Fox, taking place at Lauritzen Gardens. Camp families will receive an opportunity to
purchase discounted tickets following camp registration.

Full week, all day. Members $220, Non-members $240, Before and after care - $40 per week

June 9-13 | June 23-27
Dive into a world of WILD things in this unforgettable summer camp at Lauritzen Gardens and
Omabha's Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium. We invite campers to engage in team-building activities,
fun games, nature-centered projects and observation to discover the fascinating world of wild
animals, their unique features, and their habitats. Join us for a week of creativity, art, exploration,
and appreciation for the wild wonders around us.
Full week, all day. Before and after care available (Monday through Wednesday only) - $20 per week
Lauritzen Gardens and Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium Members $230, Non-members $250

June 16-20 | July 21-25
Explore this extraordinary camp that covers the fundamentals of science, technology, engineering, and
math, with the backdrop of Sofia's Play Garden, the newest addition at Lauritzen Gardens. Campers
will investigate topics that encourage growth in areas ranging from chemistry to environmental science
and from engineering to design. Join us as we empower the next generation of innovators!

Full week, all day. Members $220, Non-members $240, Before and after care - $40 per week

July 7-11 (SOLD OUT) | July 28-August 1

Journey into the worlds of Lauritzen Gardens and Fontenelle Forest in this week of exploration and
discovery. Campers will investigate the amazing living things all around us and explore everything the
WILD has to offer as they engage in two incredible nature areas in the Omaha metropolitan area.
Full week, all day. Before and after care available (Monday through Wednesday only) - $20 per week
Lauritzen Gardens and Fontenelle Forest Members $230, Non-members $250

July 7-11 | July 28-August 1

Meet the unsung and hidden heroes of the natural world! Explore how plants and animals have evolved

to defend and thrive in their challenging environments. Of course, we'll also spend time celebrating
today's most popular superheroes and villains and how they adapt, just like nature's superheroes do.

Full week, all day. Members $220, Non-members $240, Before and after care - $40 per week

2

July 14-18 | August 4-8

Spread your wings and soar in this insect and
bird-themed summer camp! Explore birds and
insects in their natural environment, learn about
local and endangered species, and discover the
importance of conservation in protecting our
winged friends.

Full week, all day.

Members $220, Non-members $240

Before and after care - $40 per week

Extended check-in and checkout packages are
available to purchase with our camp sessions.
* Early drop-off is available from 8 to 9 a.m.
and late pick up is available from 4 to 5 p.m.

* Prices vary based on whether the camp is a
four-day or five-day week. Before and after care
is only available Monday through Wednesday
during partner camp weeks.

Sign up online at lauritzengardens.org/camp
or call (402) 346-4002, ext. 253 for assistance.

Summer Adventure Camp is now sold in
XtruLink, which, when registered, links to your
garden membership account. If you have not
created an account in XtruLink, please do so in
order to receive your discounts on registrations.
Once your account is linked, member discounts
will appear after you add camp weeks to the cart.
Please note that this is a separate program from
Altru and previous logins will not work. For help,

contact the garden at (402) 346-4002, ext. 201.

Full refunds are available through February 28,
2025 if your summer plans need to be adjusted.
Beginning March 1, 2025, a 50% refund is
available up until 4 weeks prior to each camp, at
which point camps are non-refundable.

Still interested in one of our sold-out camps!?
Please contact Erin Heckeroth-Brown,
Education Coordinator- School and Youth
Programs, at (402) 346-4002, ext. 253 or
e.heckeroth-brown@omahabotanicalgardens.org.
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FAMILY AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

Celebrate nature and art and create memories
with these family activities! We provide you with
everything you need to create your project, along
with instruction and some inspiration.

Soap Molding: Flowers and Trains

Botanical meets mechanical in this workshop
that is good, clean fun! Families will cut up and
melt an aloe vera soap base, then add essential
oils for scent and soap coloring to their bars.
There will be a variety of floral and train-related
molds to choose from to customize your soaps.
With each registration, families can make one
regularsized bar of soap, plus six mini soaps and
eight tiny flower soaps.

Members $30, Non-members $40
Saturday, February 8 | 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Botanical Brick Builds From the Garden

In this workshop, families will get to work on
their brick building skills and tour the garden's
latest exhibit. Each family can make 5 brick
flowers with a vase and 10 tiny brick insects.
Please note these sets are designed for age 6 and
up; younger children will need extra assistance.

Members $30, Non-members $40

Saturday, March 8
10 to 11:30 a.m. or Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Spring Flower Pots

It's spring! Let's plant a flowerpot for a new
houseplant! We will try the dot technique to
create floral designs on a terracotta pot. As the
paint dries, we will tour the garden to see plants
that are coming up. Upon returning to the
classroom, we will transplant pansies into your
pot. Families receive one pot per registration.

Members $25, Non-members $35
Saturday, April 12 | 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Jewelry Magic for Mother's Day

Using the fun and simple magic of Shrinky
Dinks, we'll make some beautiful designs that
can be worn by the whole family or gifted to
someone special. You choose your project,
decorate it as you wish, and we'll stick it in the
toaster oven and watch it shrink! Families can
create six items per registration.

Members $25, Non-members $35
Saturday, May 10 | 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Please note: Each registration is good for up
to five participants, as long as one adult is in
attendance. Pre-registration is required one
week in advance of the class.

FAMILY AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

In Lil’ Sprouts, guests engage their senses while
learning about nature, shapes, colors, ABC’s
and 123’s. Enjoy story time, hands-on activities,
crafts, garden exploration and creative play as
you discover the wonders of nature.

Pre-registration is required. Each registration is
good for one child and one adult.

Members $10, Non-members $20

Conservation Celebration

The actions people take affect our environment
so we all need to be conservation heroes. Join us
to learn how changes in our natural environment
can affect the human environment and the
importance of conserving our natural resources.

Thursday, February 6
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Life Cycle of a Seed

Ever wonder about how a plant can come from

a tiny seed? In this class, participants will learn
the many parts of a plant and explore what a seed
needs to sprout and grow into a mature plant.
We will also start seeds that can be added to our
summer gardens.

Thursday, March 6
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Rain in the Garden

Plants need water to grow and there are many
ways we can get water into our gardens, including
rain! In this month's class, learn about rain
gardens and how they help reduce water runoff,
filter pollutants, and provide habitats for wildlife.
Discover ways to conserve water while we explore
Lauritzen Gardens' rain gardens.

Thursday, April 3
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Tree-mendous Trees

Trees are often seen as a backdrop in our garden
or yard. In this month’s class, participants will
learn about the important role trees play in

our lives, the parts of a tree, and explore the
woodland waterfall.

Thursday, May 8
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.
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FAMILY AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

In order for curious minds to bloom, it

is essential to plant a love of reading at a
young age. Join the Omaha Public Library
in the garden for Out and About Storytime,
with themed books that celebrate plants,
insects, gardens and more. Discover a joyous
combination of nature, creative movement,
music, and more.

Programs are geared towards preschool aged
children, but all ages are welcome.

This is a FREE program and no registration is
required. Drop in on the third Thursday of
the month and join us!

Spring Fling
Thursday, April 17 | 10:30 a.m.

Fantastic Foxes
Thursday, May 15 | 10:30 a.m.

Playing Outside
Thursday, June 19 | 10:30 a.m.

Branching Out: Trees!
Thursday, July 17 | 10:30 a.m.

All Aboard! Train Tales
Thursday, August 21 | 10:30 a.m.

Insect Adventures
Thursday, September 18 | 10:30 a.m.

The Wonders of Autumn
Thursday, October 16 | 10:30 a.m.

Celebrate your child’s birthday with a
nature-themed party at Lauritzen Gardens!
Parties are recommended for ages 5-12 and
include your choice of theme ranging from
flowers and bugs to trains and butterflies.

Coming Summer 2025! Book a birthday party in
our beautiful, new classroom space, with access
and views to Sofia’s Play Garden, our newest
interactive playspace and garden for children.

Your two-hour party package includes:

e Garden admission for up to 20 guests (please
note one adult is required for every 8 children)
e Party room with hands-on activities and games
run by one of our garden educators

¢ Guided tour of chosen portions of the garden
e Customized invitations

e Flatware, tableclothes, and tableware

* Families may bring their own cake or cupcakes.
Any other beverages, food, or snacks must

be coordinated with Abraham Catering, our
exclusive onsite caterer.

Birthday packages start at $300 for up to 20
guests. Additional children and adults can
be added at a rate of $17 per child and

$15 per adult.

For more information, please contact
Wendy Garzon at (402) 346-4002, ext. 253 or

at w.garzon@omahabotanicalgardens.org.

FEBRUARY 1
THROUGH
MAY 18

Sean Kenney's

NATURE
CONNECTS

Made with LEGO® bricks
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SEE A BLOCKBUSTER SCULPTURE
EXHIBIT, INSPIRED BY NATURE,
NOW AT LAURITZEN GARDENS
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NATURE EXPERIENCES NATURE EXPERIENCES

Join plant records curator, Trent Erickson,

for a guided tour of the garden, as early
spring emerges in the form of ephemerals

like bloodroots, shooting stars, and bluebells.
These shortlived beauties pop up to add color
to the landscape before trees overhead block
the light. The tram will drive through the
garden, and we will make many walking stops
along the way. Pre-registration is required.

Members $10, Non-members $20
Thursday, April 10 | 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Lauritzen Gardens hosts a surprising

diversity of bird life. The list of 161 species

Tuesday. March 18 and Wednesday, March 19, 2025 sighted at the garden includes 23 different
] ] warblers, beautiful little birds that migrate up

Journey along the Platte River valley and experience hundreds of thousands of stunning Sandhill the Missouri River in spring.

cranes during their majestic spring migration. This is a must-see tour where you will enjoy one of

nature’s treasures, and find unique birding and photography opportunities. In celebration of Nebraska Migratory Bird
Month, founding director of conservation

The tour includes two private viewings of the Sandhill cranes: an evening viewing (at sunset) and Jim Locklear will lead a walking tour of

Lauritzen Gardens that will highlight the

natural history of these captivating travelers.

morning viewing (at sunrise) in Kearney, Neb. Transporation, hotel accommodations, meals and
snacks are provided. Registration and payment are due by February 18, 2025.
Rates vary: Member, double occupancy $375, Member, single occupancy $425

Non-member, double occupancy $400, Non-member, single occupancy $450 Members $10, Non-members $20
For additional information, contact Monroe Burianek at (402) 346-4002, ext. 263 or Saturday. April 26 | 9 to 11:30 a.m.

m.burianek@omahabotanicalgardens.org.

Please note: The blind is a 1/2 mile walk on muddy and uneven ground with no alternative
transportation. The sunrise viewing will require walking in the dark with only supplemental light.
If there is any activity that you are unable to do or if you have a concern, please contact us before
booking this nature experience. Enjoy a detailed dive into the diversity of the
tree collection in the garden’s Arboretum and
Oberman Bird Sanctuary. This educational
tour features a tram drive into Lauritzen
Gardens and a guided walk with Steve Rodie
to talk about the wonders of trees in the the

As the seasons shift, so does the sky. Join the A ) i
spring - including blossoms, catkins, and leaves.

Omaha Astronomical Society for a series of ] R '
. . . . Pre-registration is required.
evening sky viewing sessions to observe different

constellations, planets, and deep-sky objects, from Members $10, Non-members $20

Thursday, May 8 | 5:30 to 7 p.m.

the brilliant summer stars to the crisp winter
constellations. This program includes a tram ride
out to the rose garden and a night sky viewing
using the society’s telescopes.

Instructor: John Johnson
Members $20, Non-members $30

Saturday, April 5 | 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 3 | 9 to 11 p.m.
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PLANT WORKSHOPS

Learn how to propagate from several plants
and care for them at home! In this hands-on
workshop, each participant will learn from
propagation demonstrations and take cuttings
to grow at home.

Participants need to bring one vase to class to build
their bouquet of propagations in.
All other materials provided.

Instructor: Shannon Beck of Nodest Home Plants
Members $25, Non-members $35

Wednesday, March 19 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Step into the enchanting world of botanical
artistry at an orchid mounting workshop, where
we invite you to explore the symbiosis between
orchids and cork bark. Join us for a serene

and insightful experience, as we delve into the
meticulous process of elevating orchids through
the ancient technique of mounting on cork bark.
Once mounted, your orchid can be hung or
placed on a flat surface for easy viewing.

Instructor: Shannon Beck of Nodest Home Plants
Members $55, Non-members $65

Wednesday, April 23 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Curious about carnivorous plants! Join

Roy Bradburn from Nodest Home Plants for

a hands-on workshop where you'll build your
own carnivorous bog garden! Roy will guide you
through creating the perfect environment for
these unique plants, and you'll leave with your
very own thriving bog garden. After assembling,
he’ll cover plant care and have a Q&A session
to ensure you feel confident in looking after
your new plants. Perfect for beginners and plant
enthusiasts alike!

Instructor: Roy Bradburn

Members $30, Non-members $40
Tuesday, May 13 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Please note: Pictures on this page are
representative of, but not identical to the
projects that will be completed in class.

Bring a little nature into your life by making
a moss terrarium with Moss Hunters. Select
from a variery of moss, shells, and rocks and
learn to make the perfect terrarium for your
home.They will provide all the materials
needed, just bring yourself and be ready

to learn and have a good time. After the
class is over, you will get to leave with one
handmade terrarium. Get ready to get your
hands dirty and create!

Instructor: Allisia Frederickson
Members $45, Non-members $55

Sunday, March 2 | 1to 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 6 | 1 to 3 p.m.

PLANT WORKSHOPS

With our outdoor gardens at rest, this is an
ideal time to focus on the reflective process of
potting a new plant for your home. Together,
we'll explore the simple yet meaningful steps
of plant potting, connecting each step to our
personal life experiences.

The class includes time for quiet reflection,
recognition, and celebration of these
experiences. Embrace this opportunity to
nurture both your plant and yourself.

Instructor: Kathy Reiken-Gutshall
Members $45, Non-members $55

February 26 | March 12 | April 9 | May 7
6 to 7:30 p.m.

It's a different kind of date night! Come and enjoy
the art of terrarium building with a partner and
take home a beautiful terrarium. Each couple will
work together, alongside instructor Shannon Beck
of Nodest Home Plants, to build one terrarium
during class. All materials included.

Instructor: Shannon Beck
Members $50, Non-members $60
Tuesday, February 13 | 6 to 8 p.m.
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BOTANICAL BOOK CLUB POETRY AND NETWORKING WORKSHOPS
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Atre you ready to turn the page and dive into some amazing literature? Look no further than our book
club! Join us for some literary laughs and lively conversations with a focus on botanical and nature

related writings. Course fees include a copy of the book that will be distributed at the first meeting.

(Classes will be moved to Zoom in cases of inclement weather. Participants will be notified via email.)

Katherine Rundell's Vanishing Treasures: A
Bestiary of Extraordinary Endangered Creatures

is a book that generates awareness in a hope

to evoke change. Hillary Rosner says, "In 22
bite-sized odes to an assortment of creatures,
Rundell describes our planet’s living cabinet of
curiosities, a gorgeous assortment of wondrous
animals deserving of our awe, respect, and
solidarity. Through literary references and
tidbits of history alongside descriptions of
dazzling biology, Rundell conjures a parade of
swimming, crawling, flapping, lumbering life.
Each tribute is also a plea, and the book as a
whole is a solicitation: It’s past time for us to
truly see these beings, recognize their majesty,
and step up, finally, to protect them."

Discussion led by: Monroe Burianek
Members $30, Non-members $40

Three sessions:

Wednesday, March 12 | 6 to 7 p.m.

Introductory discussion

Wednesday, March 26 | 6 to 8 p.m.

Discussion of first reading assignment

Wednesday, April 9 | 6 to 8 p.m.

Discussion of second reading assignment
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Meadowland: The Private Life of an English Field
by John Lewis-Stempel is a non-fiction book
that chronicles the natural history of an English
meadow over the course of a year, detailing the
interaction of plants, animals, and the changing
seasons. Known for its detailed observations and
reflections on nature, the narrative combines
personal diary entries with natural history,
providing a comprehensive view of rural life.

This book club is inspired by Opera Omaha’s
outdoor performance of Fantastic Mr. Fox, to be
held in June at Lauritzen Gardens.

Discussion led by: Monroe Burianek

Members $30, Non-members $40
Five sessions:

Wednesday, April 16 | 6 to 7 p.m.

Introductory discussion

Wednesday, April 30 | 6 to 8 p.m.

Discussion of first reading assignment

Wednesday, May 7 | 6 to 8 p.m.

Discussion of second reading assignment

Wednesday, May 21 | 6 to 8 p.m.

Discussion of third reading assignment

Tuesday, May 27 | 6 to 7 p.m.

Opera in Conversation at Joslyn Castle

Join instructor Julie Paschold for a poetry workshop exploring form and free verse. Learn how to
structure poetry to shape its voice and discover techniques for playing with free verse to influence how
a poem is read. This class welcomes everyone, whether you're new to poetry or an experienced writer.
Please bring a notebook, a writing utensil, and any questions you have about writing poetry!

Members $15, Non-members $20
Saturday, March 15 | 10 to 11:30 a.m.

In this class, we will explore the form poem The Golden Shovel. We will also open with a fun
ice-breaker, and close with a surprise poetry prompt. Please bring a quote or poem from your
favorite author, a notebook, and a writing utensil.

Members $15, Non-members $20
Saturday, April 5 | 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Whether you're a young sapling or an ancient Great
Basin bristlecone pine, great trees don't grow alone.
Join Kevin Thompson for a 30-minute talk on how
to make meaningful connections from a personal
and professional perspective, then "walk the talk"
together on a 60-minute group garden exploration.

"If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far,
go together."

Members $10, Non-members $15
Saturday, May 24 | 10 to 11:30 a.m.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Join us for a transformative evening of meditation and sound bathing led by Ellie and Matthew
Shrader of Shrader Healing. In the garden's great hall, we’ll gather for a deeply restorative
experience where you'll be guided through a meditation designed to help you reconnect with

your body. Then, settle into a state of relaxation as you're “bathed” in healing sounds from gongs,
crystal bowls, shruti boxes, flutes, drums, and more. This meditative sound bath creates a soothing,
immersive environment that promotes relaxation, mental clarity, and a sense of wellbeing.

A sound bath is a meditative experience where attendees are “bathed” in sound waves. These waves
are produced by a variety of healing instruments. This type of meditation doesn’t always have a
catchy melody or rhythm one would associate with going to a concert, but instead is a carefully
selected wash of instrument and voice with notable resonance and overtones. During the sound
meditation, participants lie on their backs—sometimes referred to as the Savasana position in yoga—
for the entire experience as Ellie and Matthew weave together sounds which bathe participants as
they tune the mind for healing.

Bring whatever you need to get comfortable—yoga mat, blanket, pillow, or eye mask—and let the
sound guide you into a state of deep calm. Participants often report feeling deeply relaxed and
rejuvenated after the session. Please arrive 15 minutes early to settle in, and please avoid wearing
fragrances to ensure a comfortable space for all.

Instructors: Ellie and Matthew Shrader of Shrader Healing
Members $35, Non-members $45

Thursday, February 20 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 20 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 10 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 15 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Breathe, get grounded, and enjoy gentle
balancing, stretching, and mindful movement
in this Hatha yoga class that honors the
seasons. Take the time to unwind and treat
your senses to the beauty of the garden —a
wonderful mid-week break for body, mind,
and spirit. Bring a mat or towel and any props
that help you in your practice.

Appropriate for every body and every level of
practitioner (ages 16 and up).

Instructors: Andrea Porter

Members $10, Non-members $15

Wednesday, April 2 | 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 9 | 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 16 | 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 30 | 6 to 7 p.m.

Tuesday mornings | 8:30 a.m.
April 1 through October 28

Walk your way to good health on Tuesday
mornings by exploring more than 1.5 miles
of trails. Walking club will help you fight
stress, strengthen your mind and body, and
feel rejuvenated.

Members Only - no reservations or timed tickets
required. Bring your membership card
and photo ID.

a Immanuel

Here for you. Not for profit.
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FOOD AND DRINK

BASKET WEAVING

Welcome to boarding school with Best Of
Omaha winner, Artisan Boards of Omaha. In
this class, you will learn how to make a meat
rose, and find out about different varieties of
cheeses as well as fun tidbits about charcuterie.
You'll be guided step by step as you create your
own board to take home and enjoy. While you
learn, you can enjoy samples from a custom
board made just for the event. We hope you
leave with the knowledge to create your own
board to feed and entertain friends and family.

Each registration is good for two participants
and one charcuterie board.

Members $85, Non-members $100

Friday, February 21 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 14 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Explore the world of tea, and the art of tea
tasting, with experts from The Tea Smith!
Join us for informative and interactive classes
where you'll learn about different varieties,
brewing techniques, and discover the plants
that make your favorite teas.

Enjoy a social tea experience with both
Eastern and Western herbalist traditions.
We will touch on modern research of
functionality claims as well as hype, and
examine the balance of functionality with
flavor, as well as safety concerns, enjoyability,
and enriching one's lifestyle through
generational knowledge of tea.

Members $20, Non-members $25
Wednesday, February 19 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Celebrate the garden coming alive again with
a cup of tea. Come along on a sensory journey
of flowering and floral teas with experts from
The Tea Smith. We will steep and taste several
teas from the garden as well as teas made to
create an impressive display as they steep.

Members $20, Non-members $25
Wednesday, May 14 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Basket weaving is one of the oldest and most widespread art forms in the world and weaving

techniques have been passed down from generation to generation over thousands of years. Join
Jeannie Sisson and learn how to transform botanical materials into baskets that can be enjoyed
for years to come. Each workshop allows participants to get creative and experiment with different
materials and patterns to create unique pieces. Participants will be amazed at how quickly they can
weave beautiful and functional baskets, with just a few materials. All supplies are provided.

The spring market basket will feature purple and light green reed with natural reed sprinkled in.

This basket will have a traditional round reed base, so come with some patience! The approximate
size is 8” long by 5” tall, excluding the handle. The circumference will be approximately 31” (everyone
weaves differently). Please allow the full five hours for completion.

Members $45, Non-members $55
Saturday, March 15 | 9:30 a.m to 2:30 p.m.

Create your own berry basket, a medium-sized basket woven in a natural reed. The wire handle will
be your choice of blueberry, raspberry, or natural reed — you choose at class time. The bottom of this
basket is woven with round reed and measures 7” wide. The top of the basket before the handle is
approximately 6.5” and the circumference is 32”. Please allow the full five hours for completion.

Members $45, Non-members $55
Saturday, April 5 | 9:30 a.m to 2:30 p.m.

Weave your own bumble bee basket, a cute basket with a traditional woven base, black leather
handles, and a metal bumble bee embellishment. Reed colors are natural, black, and yellow. Basket
measures 5” wide x 10” long. Please allow four to five hours for completion.

Members $45, Non-members $55
Saturday, May 3 | 9:30 a.m to 2:30 p.m.
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DRIED AND PRESSED FLOWERS

BOTANICAL DESIGN

Led by Holly Lukasiewicz with District 2 Floral Studio, these classes utliize dried and/or pressed
flowers to create floral-forward and ecofriendly artwork, arrangements, and keepsakes.

This hands-on class will guide you through the
process of building your own flower press. You
will then personalize the top surface of your
press with a decoupage pressed flower design.
All materials are provided, and you'll leave with
your own custom flower press and a beautiful
pressed flower creation, all in one!

Members $65, Non-members $75
Sunday, March 16 | 1 to 3 p.m.

As Valentine's Day approaches, join instructor
Holly Lukasiewicz in this hands-on workshop to
create a locally grown dried flower bouquet.
Gift it to yourself or someone you love!

All supplies are sustainably gathered and
support local farmers.

Members $55, Non-members $65
Sunday, February9 | 1 to 3 p.m.
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This pressed flower workshop introduces
participants to the art and science of preserving
botanical elements through flattening and
drying techniques. Attendees will learn pressing
methods, explore compositions, and leave with a
nature-inspired keepsake, framed and mounted
on handmade paper.

All supplies are provided. Pre-registration is
required one week in advance of the course.

Members $50, Non-members $60

Sunday, April 13 | 1 to 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 11 | 1 to 3 p.m.

Join instructor Karen Vice to create stunning
floral designs! Explore radiant arrangements,
vibrant succulent gardens, lush indoor
plants, festive holiday creations, and patriotic
tributes—all designed to elevate your
botanical design skills.

Members $55, Non-members $65

Create your very own “end-of-the-rainbow”
masterpiece! Design a stunning arrangement
in a black pot with a floral color palette that
radiates golden treasures.

Monday, March 17 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Create your own stunning succulent garden
with expert guidance and premium supplies.
Each designerselected container is thoughtfully
curated to showcase dimension, color, and
texture—guaranteed to impress!

Monday, March 31 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Enhance your indoor plant collection with
a beautifully designed dish garden featuring
a variety of lush green plants. Each plant is
carefully chosen for its unique beauty and
character, creating a vibrant and
captivating display.

Tuesday, April 1 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

While designing a vase arrangement, we will
debunk common misconceptions and explore
the blooms that add real value to everyday
bouquets, holidays, and special events.

Monday, April 14 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with bold,
vibrant floral designs that capture the spirit
of the holiday. Forecast: A festive mix of
flowers and fun!

Monday, May 5 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.
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BOTANICAL DESIGN

Join instructor Karen Vice to create stunning floral designs! Explore radiant arrangements, vibrant
succulent gardens, lush indoor plants, festive holiday creations, and patriotic tributes—all designed to
elevate your botanical design skills. Please note: Pictures on this page are representative of, but not
identical to the projects that will be completed in class.

Members $55, Non-members $65

This class will get participants prepared for

May Day, as they create three petite, fresh Design two patriotic tributes with fresh flowers.

arrangements to hang on doors on May 1.
Members $55, Non-members $65
Wednesday, April 30 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Includes supplies for cemetery placement.
Members $55, Non-members $65

Tuesday, May 20 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 21 | 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Explore the fundamental techniques of macro
photography. Learn how to capture stunning
extreme close-up images of the garden’s exquisite
florals and gain knowledge on using specific
settings, macro lenses, why manual focus matters,
and creative elements to make your photos stand
out. Macro lenses are required.

Instructor: Michele Zephier
Members $25, Non-members $30
Saturday, May 31 | 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
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DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Refine your photography skills with accomplished photographer Michele Zephier and enjoy using the
beautiful, natural setting of the garden as your studio in these sessions for all levels.

Members $25, Non-members $30

Some say the best camera is the one in your hand- your phone! In this class you will learn how to
take beautiful pictures with your smartphone. You will learn how to focus, compose, and expose
images correctly, how to use filters, and how to take fun, creative images with fresh perspectives.

Saturday, February 22 | 10 a.m. to Noon Saturday, May 31 | 10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, March 29 | 10 a.m. to Noon

In this class, you will learn the tips and tricks of how to create artistic images both before and after
you take a photo. You will leave this class with an understanding of how to use the editing tools on
your phone for truly stunning images, how to keep your photos organized, and more.

Saturday, February 22 | 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 31 | 1 to 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 29 | 1 to 3 p.m. * Students must have previously taken Phone Photography 1

In this class you will learn the basics of editing photographic images using Adobe Lightroom.

This class is for DSLR/Mirrorless/Phone camera images using JPEG files. Learn the process

from uploading to printing and explore various editing tools. Helpful materials: laptop loaded with
images or memory cards with images to upload, card reader, and pre-purchased Adobe Lightroom.

Saturday, February 22 | 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Street or candid photography is a photographic practice of shooting people in everyday life in
everyday environments. Learn how to frame, time the shot, and create beautiful photos in public,
in your home, in the garden, and while on the go!

Saturday, March 29 | 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
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PAPERMAKING TEXTILE ARTS

Learning how to use natural fibers to
create handmade paper opens up a world
of possibilities, from homemade journals
and stationery, to fine art and seed paper.
Instructor Chelsea Herman will teach you
the skills needed to get your start in the
ancient practice of paper making.

Paint with paper pulp! Pulp painting is the
technique of adding dyed or pigmented

pulp into a sheet of paper as the sheet

is being formed. Explore painting with
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pigmented pulp as well as the natural hues
of plant fiber. Create unique pulp-painted
greeting cards or stand-alone paperworks to

-

take home.

Members $40, Non-members $50
Saturday, April 26 | 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Learn the basics of side-stab bookbinding!
This book structure is ideal for binding
single sheets of paper together and does not
require glue. Additional pages can be added
or inserted later, making it ideal for photo
albums or books that include handmade
sheets of paper.

Members $50, Non-members $60
Saturday, May 10 | 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Explore sculptural techniques that use plant
fiber in the form of both cordage and pulp!
This workshop offers an opportunity to
learn lamination, dipping, and wrapping
techniques as well as methods for collecting
and preparing string, twine, and fiber from
grown or foraged plants.

Members $40, Non-members $50
Saturday, May 17 | 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Join Ashton Page to explore the rich history
of indigo, the world’s oldest dye, and learn
to create an indigo vat using a fermentation
process similar to sourdough or kombucha.
Discover the Japanese shibori technique

to craft unique fabric art. Materials are
provided, but you can bring small natural
fabric items to dye. This class is built for all
levels of experience.

Members $50, Non-members $60
Sunday, March 9 | 2 to 4 p.m.
Sunday, May 4 | 2 to 4 p.m.

Join Rhonda Berman of Zipply Art to create
a unique needle-felting project. Sew a zipper
onto wool felt to form an outline, add wool
roving with needle-felting, and decorate with
embellishments. Learn zipper prep, pattern
application, and finishing tips.

Members $30, Non-members $40

Swirly Heart

Saturday, February 8 | Noon to 4 p.m.
Shamrock

Saturday, March 8 | Noon to 4 p.m.
Bunny

Saturday, April 12 | Noon to 4 p.m.
Rosebud

Saturday, May 3| Noon to 4 p.m.

Unleash your boho spirit with instructor

Dee Anna Visk and craft a macramé plant
holder, perfect for adding earthy charm to your
space. Learn three simple knots using
eco-friendly cotton cording and wooden beads.
A two-gallon plant pot is included to house
your favorite plant. Ideal for beginners—no
experience needed! All materials provided.

Members $45, Non-members $55
Wednesday, February 12 | 6 to 9 p.m.
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Saturday, May 17 | 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

EXPRESSIONS IN ART EXPRESSIONS IN ART

Join instructor Ariel Shearer to create a
winter-inspired birch painting. Learn to apply

a variety of painting techniques to create your

birch tree scene, like tape resistant painting,
salt painting and more. All supplies will be
provided. Designed for ages 16 and up. All

levels of painters welcome and all supplies

are provided.

Instructor: Ariel Shearer
Members $25, Non-members $35

Thursday, February 6 | 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 6 | 6 to 8 p.m.

) ) ) Immerse yourself in the art of candle making
In this class you will be decorating 2 flat

B in a nature-inspired setting at Lauritzen
hearts and 1 desk pen with polymer clay.

1l have hundreds of 1 | Gardens. Join Chantelle Green, founder of
You will have hundreds of premade polymer Telle & Resa Candle Co., for a hands-on
clay designs to choose from to customize

Join us for Bricks and Breakfast, a fun and
creative morning at Lauritzen Gardens! In

this class, you’ll build your own colorful

workshop where you'll create your own 10 oz. f 1 hile eniovi ff d
your items. Once you complete your hearts ower bouquet while enjoying cottee an
soy candle, perfect for any space.

you can turn them into a magnet, ornament, donuts. Each registration includes one

or necklace! Your registration includes the Chantelle will walk participants through brick-built bouquet, morning treats, and
supplies to decorate the pieces (including a each step of the candle making process, access to our spring exhibit, Sean Kenney's
blade to slice the clay), finishing materials from melting and pouring the wax to Nature Connects®: Made with LEGO® bricks.
(jump rings, necklace cords, magnets, or selecting the perfect fragrance. You'll have It's the perfect way to kick off your day with
ribbon), instructions and tips/tricks from the opportunity to experiment with blending creativity and a bit of nostalgia!

Skyler Koehn, and directions on how to your own signature fragrance or choose from Members $35, Non-members $45

bake your creations in your home oven. a thoughtfully curated collection of scents.

No experience with polymer clay is required! Saturday, March 1 | 9 to 11 a.m.

I Skeler Koch All materials are provided, including
nstructor: Skyler Roehn natural soy wax, scents, candle wicks, and

Members $25, Non-members $35 the vessel, so you can create a high-quality

andle that’ i 3 .
Saturday, February 8 | 10 to 11:30 a.m. candie that s as tnique as you are
Members $40, Non-members $50

Sunday, February 9 | 9 to 11 a.m.
Sunday, March 9 | 9 to 11 a.m.
Sunday, April 27 | 9 to 11 a.m.
Sunday, May 25 | 9 to 11 a.m.

Join us as we have fun drawing seasonal
botanicals! Participants will learn to draw
the flowers of each season and learn more
about their floral families. This course is
welcome to all experience levels. All
materials will be provided to use during
the class. Students may bring extra
inflonztine £ materials, such as pencils, erasers,
and sketchbooks. Two sessions.

Instructor: Camille Werther
Members $55, Non-members $65

. Tuesday, May 20 and Thursday, May 22
24 ; : 4 6 to 8 p.m. )5
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ART EXHIBITS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Lauritzen Gardens is pleased to present a
selection of exhibits each year in our lobby
gallery. Exhibits showcase works by local and

February 1 through May 18, 2025

regional artists, with emphasis on botanical

. . L ' mics ) 4@,
subject matter or mediums using items from Don’t miss Sean Kenney’s Nature Connects®: Made

the natural world.

January 13 through February 23, 2025

Earthly Impressions
by Meg Lenherr

A Celebration of Trees: Paintings Based
On Their Common Names
by Kathleen Zuchniak

February 26 through April 6, 2025

Flowers and Other Wonders of Nature
by G.L. Andersen

Our Wildflowers
by Betni Kalk
April 9 through May 18, 2025

Lore From The Forest Floor
by Nash Bellows

If You Love A Flower...
by Gail Speckmann
May 21 through June 29, 2025

A Stroll Through the Seasons
by Erica L. Bailey

Garden Party - Images Celebrating
All Things Botanic!
by Ivan Micek

July 2 through August 10, 2025

Kaleidoscope
by Audrey Moir

Heralds of Nature
by David Patterson

August 13 through September 18, 2025

Seasons of Beauty
by Diane Murphy

The Grandeur of Nature
by Margaret B. West

October 4 through November 16, 2025

Flora & Form
by Shawnequa Linder

The Weird, Wild and Wonderful World of Plants

by Camille and Rose Werther

with LEGO® bricks, now on display at Lauritzen
Gardens! Marvel at this incredible collection of
larger-than-life sculptures made from more than
275,000 LEGO® bricks, including a majestic
monarch butterfly, a hovering hummingbird, a
sly fox, and more!

Created by renowned artist Sean Kenney, these
captivating works celebrate the intricate beauty
of nature. Explore the interconnectedness of
plants, animals, and humans within the vast web
of life, and let their awe-inspiring forms spark
your own creativity!

At times whimsical, gripping, and awe-inspiring,
the exhibition will inspire budding artists,
ecologists, and builders to dream big.

Included with paid garden admission, FREE for
garden members. Exhibit produced by Imagine.

February 14 | Reservations required

This Valentine's Day, treat your special someone
to an intimate dinner in an enchanting garden
setting. Indulge in fine dining, see incredible
art, and be serenaded by the soothing melodies
of Goldenrod Duo, whose live music will set the
perfect mood for the evening. All guests receive
the first course, their choice of one main course,
the dessert course and one glass of wine or
sparkling cider.

$160 for a table of 2. Space is limited.

Complete your reservation online at
lauritzengardens.org.

March 22 and 23 | 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Want to add instant sophistication to your home
with a new houseplant? Want to learn more
about growing and caring for orchids! Want to
explore one of the most diverse plant families on
Earth? Then you won’t want to miss the Greater
Omaha Orchid Society’s Orchid Show and Sale.
With an assortment of incredible orchids for sale
from regional vendors, this is THE place to buy
orchids (and learn about them too)!

Included with paid garden admission,
FREE for garden members.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday, April 20 | 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
An annual tradition for many area families,
enjoy a fabulous Easter brunch at the garden.

Online reservations open March 4. For
assistance, please call (402) 346-4002, ext. 201.

Brunch is $55 for ages 13+, $40 for children
ages 3-12, and children 2 and under are free.
Reservations include access to all Spring
Eggstravaganza activities. Members, and only
those covered under their membership category,
receive a 20% discount per ticket.

Late April to mid-May | 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Hundreds of thousands of cheery daffodils
bloom each spring along an 800 foot path at
Lauritzen Gardens, creating a sea of white and
yellow from the rose garden to the Founders'
Garden! Take a walk with your family and
discover the joys of nature as you experience
this vibrant spring tradition in Omaha.

Peak bloom time wvaries by year.

Included with paid garden admission,
FREE for garden members.

Saturday, April 26 | 6 to 9 p.m.

Someone will die right before your eyes. Will
you and your table be able to figure out who

the culprit is? Step into an immersive murder
mystery experience where you become part of
the action! Your evening begins with a cocktail
hour featuring “killer” appetizers, followed by a
mouthwatering three-course dinner that’s truly
“to die for.” Get ready for an unforgettable night
of intrigue, indulgence, and excitement with
drinks, dinner, and death!

$125 per person or tables of 8 for $1,000.

Event proceeds benefit educational programs at
Lauritzen Gardens. Online reservations open
March 15, 2025. For assistance with registration,
seating requests, or dietary/alcohol restrictions,
please contact Sandy Seim at (402) 346-4002,
ext. 219.

Honorary Chairs: Ann and Brad Thrasher
Event Chairs: Melissa Darling, Lia Diamantis,
and Erica Meents

May 2 through 4 | 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lauritzen Gardens is pleased to host the
Nebraska Bonsai Society’s spring exhibition.
Explore the art of bonsai with a unique
opportunity to view specimens from the
private collections of Nebraska Society
members - including conifer, deciduous, and
tropical trees. Members of the club will be on
hand to answer questions and they will have
some pre-bonsai plant material and bonsai
supplies available for purchase (cash only).
Visit nebonsai.org to learn more about the
society and its mission to promote and inspire
enjoyment in the study of bonsai through
practice, education, and camaraderie.

Included with paid garden admission,
FREE for garden members.

May 2 through 4 | 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Held annually, this Ikebana exhibition
features arrangements from both classical
and contemporary schools of Ikebana.
Members of Ikebana International Omaha
#60 will be present during show hours to
meet guests and answer questions about the
captivating art of Ikebana.

Included with paid garden admission,

FREE for garden members.

Ikebana International is a notfor-profit cultural
organization founded in Japan in 1956, with the
mission of “friendship through flowers.”
Dedicated to the promotion and appreciation of
Ikebana, the organization is active in over 50
countries with 161 chapters and approximately

7,600 members.

Every Monday night from
May 5 through September 15 | 5 to 8 p.m.

Dogs love going on an adventure. This year,
plan a night out with your furry friend
during Leashes at Lauritzen. These events are
enjoyable nights for dogs to walk the trails,
meet other dogs, take photos among the
flowers and foliage, sniff all the things, and
meet other dog lovers. Water will be available
at stations throughout the garden. Don’t miss
these tail wagging good times!

Included with paid garden admission,
FREE for garden members.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday, May 11 | 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Treat the special women in your life with a day
of delicious food, botanical beauty and family
togetherness. Online reservations open

March 25, 2025. For assistance, please call
(402) 346-4002, ext. 201.

Brunch is $45 for ages 13+, $30 for children ages
3-12 and children 2 and under are free. Members,
and only those covered under their membership
category, receive a 20% discount per ticket.

May 26 through September 1

This summer, discover a collection of tremendous
topiary displays in the garden. From a flock

of flamingos to a big bison, these topiaries

are lifelike interpretations of animals that use

live plants to mimic the colors and textures of
feathers, fur, scales, and skin. See what's involved
in the care of topiary plants and learn how our
horticulturists maintain their artistic shape. On
loan from the Franklin Park Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens.

Sunday, June 1 | 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Join the Omaha Rose Society to promote the
culture and appreciation of the rose. Gardeners
from throughout the region will exhibit a variety
of superb rose blooms grown in their home
gardens and guests can visit with rosarians to
learn about roses and their care.

August 17 through November 8

Discover the rich history and iconography of

La Catrina, one of the most recognizable figures
of Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), through
eight larger-than-life skeleton sculptures by Los
Angeles artist Ricardo Soltero. An elegant female
skeleton and an icon of Mexican heritage, La
Catrina approaches death not through sadness,
but as a colorful celebration of life. See these
colorful and joyful works, with accompanying
signage in both English and Spanish. La Calavera
Catrina is organized by Denver Botanic Gardens.

For memorable social gatherings, weddings,
business meetings, and more, host your
event in the unique indoor or outdoor
spaces at YOUR public garden!

The garden offers a variety of stunning indoor
facilities and ever-changing outdoor gardens
that may be booked for groups from 25 to 400.

From small, intimate gatherings to large
festive celebrations, our staff will assist you
with your event details to bring your vision to
life! For information on private rentals

or to book a site visit, contact Craig Kenkel
at rentals@omahabotanicalgardens.org.

Membership is an easy and meaningful way to
impact our community, provide opportunities
for nature-based inspiration and education,
and share the joys of the garden yearround.
Proceeds help Lauritzen Gardens fulfill its
mission of curating accessible, educational, and
inspirational experiences that enhance lives.

Members receive reduced registration for
educational programs and workshops.

Other benefits include:

¢ Free general garden admission for one year
¢ Reduced fees for narrated tram tours

¢ Discounted rate for private golf cart tours
¢ A 10% discount on all regularly priced items
in the gift shop

¢ Reciprocal privileges at more than 380
gardens across North America through the
American Horticultural Society’s Reciprocal
Admissions Program (must present

Lauritzen Gardens membership card

in order to receive reciprocal benefits at
participating institutions)

More information can be provided by visiting
lauritzengardens.org/join or by contacting the
membership department by phone at

(402) 346-4002, ext. 214 or email
membership@omahabotanicalgardens.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS
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100 BANCROFT STREET
OMaHA, NE 68108
lauritzengardens.org

(402) 346-4002
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All classes, workshops and other educational
offerings listed in this brochure require advance

registration with payment due upon registration.

Adult programs are designed for ages 16+

MEMBERS: Program registration has migrated
from Altru to a NEW platform called XtruLink.
Garden members must create a membership
account and log in to receive access to
discounts on classes, workshops, and camps.
Visit lauritzengardens.org/tickets and click

on "My Account' to start the process or call

(402) 346-4002, ext. 201 for assistance. Please

note that your previous Altru login will not work

on this platform. Member discounts for events
and programs apply only to those covered
under membership terms.

If a registration for a program must be

canceled, registration fees will be refunded if
notice is received at least one week before the
program date. Refunds will not be provided for
cancellations within one week of the start of the
program or for participants that are late or do
not show for a program. (This policy excludes

LAURITZEN
GARDENS

Non Profit Org
US Postage
PAID
Omaha NE
Permit No 1285

Summer Camps and the Sandhill Crane Bus
Tour, please check the website for details).

Please note that programs with insufficient
registrations may be canceled. If Lauritzen
Gardens cancels a program, phone or email
notification will be made as early as possible
and full refunds will be given. In case of severe
weather, please call (402) 346-4002, ext. 201
or, on the weekends, (402) 346-4002, ext. 250
to check the status of the program.

For more information visit
lauritzengardens.org
and click on “learn” or call

(402) 346-4002, ext. 212

(402) 346-4002
lauritzengardens.or

Follow us to get the latest dirt on
garden programs and events
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Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
100 Bancroft Street, Omaha, NE 68108

lauritzengardens.org
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