
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 CENTER FOR PLANT CONSERVATION ADMITS LAURITZEN 

GARDENS AS ITS 38TH PARTICIPATING INSTITUTION   
 

OMAHA, Neb. – The plant conservation program at Lauritzen Gardens received a significant 
endorsement recently, when the board of directors of the Center for Plant Conservation voted to admit 
Lauritzen Gardens into the organization as its 38th participating institution.  
 
The Center for Plant Conservation (CPC) is a coalition of the nation’s leading botanical institutions 
working to prevent the extinction of America’s endangered plants. Through its National Collection of 
Endangered Plants, the CPC maintains a safeguard against extinction in the wild. Thousands of native 
plant species in the United States have been designated as imperiled and each member institution targets 
its conservation work to the plants of its particular geographic region.  
 
Lauritzen Gardens is the only participating institution situated on the Missouri River, the storied master 
stream of the American Plains. Geographically, its conservation program is focused on the Great Plains, 
where more than 100 plants are of conservation concern. 
 
The vision for the program, led by Director of Conservation Jim Locklear, is to integrate direct 
conservation action, including research, seed banking and restoration projects with educational efforts 
aimed at increasing the understanding and appreciation of native plants and conservation issues. The first 
research project of the program involves sandsage prairie-clover (Dalea cylindriceps), a rare and poorly 
known native wildflower that has disappeared from much of its prairie habitat. Future research will aim to 
gain a more complete understanding of the biology and ecology of this plant and its conservation needs.  
 
“We are honored to join the CPC’s nationwide network of premier botanical gardens and research 
institutions, all united to protect and conserve our native flora,” said Spencer Crews, executive director of 
Lauritzen Gardens. “Plants are foundational to the balance and stability of nature and are essential to 
human well-being. Protecting biodiversity is in our best interest and Lauritzen Gardens has a deep 
commitment to conserving the biodiversity of the Great Plains.” 
 
Lauritzen Gardens is an urban oasis of beauty and tranquility. This 100-acre botanical garden, comprised of 
several outdoor garden areas, creates a living museum of unique four-season plant displays, maintained to the 
highest standards consistent with environmental stewardship.  
 
Lauritzen Gardens is conveniently located in the beautiful riverfront hills at First and Bancroft Streets and is close 
to the Henry Doorly Zoo and the Old Market. For more information, please visit www.lauritzengardens.org or call 
(402) 346-4002. 

The mission of the Center for Plant Conservation is to conserve and restore the imperiled native plants of the United 
States to secure them from extinction. For more information, please visit 

# # # 
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